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CHAPTER 5  
RESPONSE TO COMMENTS 

DEIS Comment Period 

The comment period on the DEIS began on May 
23, 2003, with the Notice of Availability that 
appeared in the Federal Register.   

In response to comments on the DEIS, NIH 
decided to issue a Supplemental Draft EIS (SDIES), 
which provided more information and more clearly 
displayed how scoping comments and comments 
on the DEIS were addressed. 

SDEIS Comment Period 

The SDEIS was issued on December 29, 2003, with 
a Notice of Availability that appeared in the Federal 
Register.  A 45-day comment period was allowed.  
Comments postmarked (or e-mailed or faxed) by 
February 11, 2004, appear in this chapter.  
Comments postmarked or received after February 
11, 2004, were considered, but no formal response 
appears.  Comments in late responses were similar 
to the comments below.  A public meeting was 
held on January 22, 2004, where oral comments 
were taken.  Comment from the public meeting 
can be found in Letter 39 - Public Meeting 
beginning on page 5-54. 

Response to Comments  

Each comment letter, e-mail or fax was given a 
document number and electronically scanned.  
Minor adjustments may have been made to the 
scanned file for size, or removing smudges or lines 
to improve the appearance.  Substantive comments 
were marked with a bracket and given a number, 
which corresponds with a response found on the 
right side of the page.  No other changes, such as 
editing or deletions, were made to the documents 
before they were inserted into this chapter.  

Substantive comments were also given sequential 
numbers, starting over with “1” at each new letter.  
Comments appear with their letter number 
followed by the comment.  

Agencies must assess and consider comments 
received on a DEIS.  The Council on Environmental 
Quality NEPA implementing regulations §1503.4(a) 
lists the following possible responses: 

1) Modify alternatives including the proposed 
action. 

2) Develop and evaluate alternatives not 
previously given serious consideration by 
the agency. 

3) Supplement, improve, or modify its 
analyses. 

4) Make factual corrections. 

5) Explain why the comments do not warrant 
further agency response, citing the sources, 
authorities, or reasons which support the 
agency’s position and, if appropriate, 
indicate those circumstances which would 
trigger agency reappraisal or further 
response. 

Comments were reviewed to determine where 
flaws in the analysis may have occurred or where 
mitigation measures may be necessary.  When 
appropriate, changes have been made in the FEIS to 
address comments.  The responses to individual 
comments reflect where changes have been made 
or why no change was made.  Many comments 
were addressed in the SDEIS, but were made again.  
The response to these comments points to the 
location in the SDEIS where these comments were 
addressed.  The same sections appear in the FEIS. 

Many other comments were made which did not 
merit a response, although they will be considered 
by NIH in their final decision.  These comments 
generally show support for or opposition to the 
project, provide personal background information, 
or contain other information to which a response 
is not needed. 
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